Pediatric lung transplantation.
Pediatric lung transplantation is becoming more common, and with increasing experience there is increasing success. The most common indications for considering lung transplantation are cystic fibrosis, pulmonary vascular disease (usually due to congenital heart disease), and fibrotic lung disease. The contraindications and complications are similar to adult transplant patients, although post-transplant lymphoproliferative disease and airway complications may occur more frequently. The patients with cystic fibrosis face additional obstacles to the success of transplantation: airway colonization with Gram-negative organisms, pancreatic insufficiency, glucose intolerance, and osteoporosis. The survival for children is comparable to adults, reaching about 65% at 1 year, and 69% at 2 years.